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"If we see ourselves through the eyes of those who love us when we have no one we can truly

become invisible to ourselves. We may not always have known who we were, but somehow we

knew who we werenâ€™t. That, in itself, kept us honor bound to our roots, even when we didnâ€™t

know itâ€•. The orphan trains stopped running in 1929 and the foster care system began. Hollywood

relieved Depression era problems on the subject with films starring Shirley Temple. "Room for One

More" with Cary Grant depicted the need for foster families. "Blossoms In the Dust" starring Greer

Garson dealt with the social stigma faced by both the parents and the children. Having immigrant

parents in the mix added more problems. This was my family. We were a family torn apart as our

parents fought to regain their children while the system held them hostage to the moral tenor of the

times. Once the State took us a promise was made, a promise believed. Why, in the end, did we

then feel twice abandoned, twice betrayed?
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